Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.064; wR factor = 0.159; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and publCIF (Westrip, 2008) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: IS2276).
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Comment
Pyrazolyl ligands are a kind of mutifuntional organic ligands often displaying exo-bidentate coordination mode (Dias & Gamage, 2007; Zhou & Chen, 2007a; Zhang et al., 2007) . The title compound, 2,6-bis(3-phenyl-1H-pyrazol-5-yl)pyridine (hereinafter abbreviated to bppp), is a pincer-like bispyrazolyl ligand. As a kind of anionic multidentate linker, it is a suitable candidate to connect transition metals into aggregate (Zhou & Chen, 2007b) .
As shown in Fig. 1 , the asymmetric unit contains one bppp molecule and one water molecule, and they are linked together via N-H···O hydrogen bonds. The pyrazole rings are slightly twisted from the central pyridine ring with the dihedral angles of 5.3 (2) and 3.5 (2)°. The pyrazole and phenyl rings on each side of the molecule are also approximately coplanar with the dihedral angles of 6.0 (2) and 4.5 (2)°. Furthermore, O-H···N hydrogen bonds extend it in a one-dimensional chains running parallel to the a axis (Fig. 2) . All bond lengths and angles in the title compound are normal.
Experimental
All reagents were of analytical grade and used without further purification. Bppp was prepared by the general procedure of Zhou and Chen (2007a) . Bppp (36 mg, 0.1 mmol) in 20 ml of water in a sealed stainless vial was heated at 170 °C for 
